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Executive Summary 

 
Launch of the Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime 
 
On 16 January, I joined a Safer Neighbourhood Team in Shepherd’s Bush to mark the launch of 
the new Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime (MOPC).  I was accompanied on patrol in 
Shepherd’s Bush by Nick Herbert MP, the Minister for Policing & Criminal Justice, Bernard 
Hogan-Howe, the Met Commissioner and Kit Malthouse, my Deputy Mayor for Policing and 
Crime. 
 
London has become the first city in the UK to have an elected Mayor with unequivocal 
responsibility for overseeing the police. My existing powers to setting police priorities have 
been significantly strengthened, with the rest of the country set to elect Police and Crime 
Commissioners in November 2012. 
 
I will personally oversee the policing budget and will meet the Met Commissioner on policing 
issues in the capital. I have appointed Kit Malthouse to lead the work of the MOPC, which will 
manage an annual budget of £11 million. 
 
Investing £177 million to regenerate capital  
 
On 17 January, I announced that a total of £177 million from my Outer London Fund and 
Regeneration Fund is being invested in regeneration across the capital, boosting local high 
streets, delivering growth, new jobs and improving lives.  
 
Delivering a much needed shot in the arm to areas struggling during the downturn, I 
announced the 18 boroughs and 23 schemes set to benefit from the second round of my £50 
million Outer London Fund.  
 
I also announced that eight boroughs will benefit from my £70 million Regeneration Fund, set 
up to help repair the damage caused to high streets and town centres during last summer's 
riots. The eight boroughs are: Croydon, Haringey, Camden, Ealing, Enfield, Hackney, Merton 
and Southwark.  
 
Investing over £41 million to secure a bright future for Tottenham 
 
On 31 January, I announced plans to invest £41,345,000 to regenerate, transform and restore 
pride to Tottenham, neglected for many decades before it was so badly scarred by last 
summer's troubles. 
 

This is my thirty-eighth report to the Assembly, fulfilling my duty under Section 45 of the 
Greater London Authority Act 1999.  It covers the period 12 January to 8 February 2012 



 

The investment in Tottenham will rebuild its damaged high street and restore long disused and 
derelict properties. The money represents the largest share of my £70 million Regeneration 
Fund to go to a single area and, will help kick start development of key but dormant sites along 
the High Road, as well as deliver major improvements to the area's wider infrastructure and 
public realm.  
 
Equally important will be the millions that will be invested into jobs creation and skills 
development, whilst prioritising local people.  
  
Cutting my share of the council tax 
 
On 1 February, I announced in final budget papers, the first ever cut in the City Hall share of 
the council tax (GLA precept). This follows a three year freeze of the precept. 
 
Having got to grips with the bureaucracy and spending at City Hall, I am in a position to not 
only freeze the GLA precept, but to offer a modest cut in the precept of 1 per cent, underlining 
the sensible savings I have achieved over the last three years.  
 
Since 2008, my budgets have delivered Londoners a 16 per cent saving in real terms for my 
portion of the council tax. Under the previous administration, the GLA precept rose every year 
by a total of 152 per cent, which is equivalent to the impact of a cumulative increase of 
£963.58.  
 
 A new Thames crossing will be delivered within a decade 
 
On 12 January, in a speech to London’s government leaders, I confirmed that a major new river 
crossing for the east of the capital will be completed within a decade. 
   
During my speech, I confirmed that I intend to deliver a new road tunnel between the 
Greenwich Peninsula and Silvertown in the Royal Docks, which could potentially move 2,400 
vehicles an hour in each direction under the river and that TfL is to begin preliminary 
consultation work on the new tunnel in February. 
  
In a further boost to Londoners living or working in the east of the capital, a new ferry running 
between Beckton and Thamesmead at Gallions Reach will be delivered by 2017. This is in 
addition to the cable car, which will carry up to 2,500 pedestrians and cyclists an hour across 
the Thames.  
 
Announcing a world class cycling festival 
 
On 26 January, I announced plans for London to host a world class two day festival of cycling 
next year to attract tourists, generate jobs and showcase the city beyond the London 2012 
Olympic and Paralympics Games. It will be the first large scale event to use the Olympic Park 
when it reopens next summer. 
  
My ambition is to create one of the world’s leading cycling events in August 2013. Figures 
predict that the weekend could attract over 200,000 visitors from outside the capital and 
generate tens of millions of pounds in economic benefit. 
  
 



 

Policing and Community Safety 
 
Launch of the Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime 
 
On 16 January, I joined a Safer Neighbourhood Team in Shepherd’s Bush to mark the launch of 
the new MOPC.  I was accompanied on patrol in Shepherd’s Bush by Nick Herbert MP, the 
Minister for Policing & Criminal Justice, Bernard Hogan-Howe, the Met Commissioner and Kit 
Malthouse, my Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime. 
 
London has become the first city in the UK to have an elected Mayor with unequivocal 
responsibility for overseeing the police. My existing powers to setting police priorities have 
been significantly strengthened, with the rest of the country set to elect Police and Crime 
Commissioners in November 2012. 
 
The MOPC has replaced the Metropolitan Police Authority, which means I, with the Deputy 
Mayor for Policing and Crime, will hold the Met Commissioner to account and ensure that the 
police target the crimes that concern Londoners. I aim to: 
 

 Strengthen the Met’s response to serious youth violence, including knife crime  
 Ensure London has enough front line police officers on the streets  
 Target robbery, burglary and drug dealing in every borough  
 Get tough on gangs and tackling re-offending rates 

 
I will personally oversee the policing budget and will meet the Met Commissioner on policing 
issues in the capital. I have appointed Kit Malthouse to lead the work of the MOPC, which will 
manage an annual budget of £11 million. 
 
A Police and Crime Committee consisting of 12 members of the London Assembly will 
scrutinise the work of MOPC and meet regularly to question the Deputy Mayor for Policing and 
Crime. 
 
Welcoming drop in London business crime  
 
On 29 January, I welcomed the news that business crime is falling across the city, as I visited 
Chinatown’s thriving retail district in central London to mark the Chinese New Year 
celebrations.  
 
Over the past year, Westminster has seen an 8 per cent drop in shoplifting, theft, burglary and 
robbery in businesses across the borough. Bexley, Greenwich, Enfield, Lewisham and Waltham 
Forest, are amongst the boroughs with the highest recorded fall in business crime (between 
12–15 per cent). Overall across London there has been a 3.4 per cent drop with 2,736 fewer 
crimes reported. The largest reduction has been in business robbery and shoplifting, with an 11 
per cent fall. 
 
Areas have benefited from targeted police initiatives with local retailers on crime prevention 
and security measures. Town centre based police officers have consulted widely with 
businesses in 2011 to identify and target their top crime concerns.  
 
Resilience and Emergencies Conference 
 
On 20 January, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended the Resilience and 
Emergencies Conference held by the Department for Communities and Local Government in 



 

Portishead. The aim of the conference was to share information and best practice around 
resilience matters. 
 
All Party Parliamentary Group on Combating Metal Theft 
 
On 8 February, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended and addressed a meeting 
of the All Party Parliamentary Group on Combating Metal Theft at the House of Commons. 
Lord Henley, Minister for Crime Prevention, also attended the meeting and updated the Group 
on the Government’s recent proposals to change the law on this issue.           
 
 

Transport 
 
A new Thames crossing will be delivered within a decade 
 
On 12 January, in a speech to London’s government leaders, I confirmed that a major new river 
crossing for the east of the capital will be completed within a decade. 
  
I asserted the need to complete the vital Tube upgrades that are underway and, make the case 
for a further phase of investment in schemes that will support the capital's growth.  This 
includes a package of new river crossings for the east of the capital, which will address existing 
congestion problems, as well as enable future growth in this important and developing part of 
London. 
  
During my speech, I confirmed that a new road tunnel will be built between the Greenwich 
Peninsula and Silvertown in the Royal Docks, which could potentially move 2,400 vehicles an 
hour in each direction under the river and, that TfL is to begin preliminary consultation work on 
the new tunnel in February. 
  
In a further boost to Londoners living or working in the east of the capital, a new ferry running 
between Beckton and Thamesmead at Gallions Reach will be delivered by 2017. This is in 
addition to the cable car, which will carry up to 2,500 pedestrians and cyclists an hour across 
the Thames. I also revealed how TfL is now pushing ahead with a Transport and Works Act that 
will deliver an extension of the Northern Line to Battersea. 
  
Marking completion of improvements that have transformed Henlys Corner 
 
On 13 January, I visited Henlys Corner in north London to welcome dramatic improvements at 
the junction for motorists, cyclists and pedestrians. Major works to improve significantly traffic 
flow, introduce safe pedestrian crossings and cut street clutter, have transformed this busy and 
vital road junction on the A406. 
 
Henlys Corner has been upgraded for traffic passing through the junction via the A406 North 
Circular Road and the A958 Finchley Road / Regents Park. The work has helped to improve 
journey time for the 94,000 vehicles passing through the junction every day by 
approximately 4 minutes during the morning peak and 2.5 minutes in the evening peak. 
 
New fully accessible signal controlled crossings have been installed across all sections of the 
junction, making crossing the road significantly easier for pedestrians and cyclists. Queue 
lengths on junction approaches have also been significantly reduced. On the A406 westbound, 
they are up to five times shorter and, on the A598 southbound, around three times shorter 
during the morning peak. This will also reduce associated vehicle emissions. 



 

 
Street clutter has been reduced throughout the area, bus stops on the approaches to Henlys 
Corner have been upgraded and work is also underway by TfL and Barnet Council to improve 
the woodland to the south of the junction, as well as the Charter Way Green outside the 
Kinloss Finchley Synagogue. New all year bulbs and a range of new trees will be planted in the 
coming months. 
 
Exhibition Road 
 
On 1 February, I attended the official opening of the Exhibition Road shared space scheme. 
This £22m scheme completely transforms the street from South Kensington Station in the 
south to Hyde Park in the north.  
 
The Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, City of Westminster and TfL have worked in 
partnership to deliver an innovative streetscape, replacing the crowded, narrow pavements and 
heavy traffic, with an elegant kerb-free surface across the length and width of the road.   
 
Pedestrians have been given greater space and vehicles are limited to 20mph. The scheme will 
benefit millions of people each year who visit the museums, universities and other attractions 
and cultural institutions in the area.  
 
Plan to improve capital's railways 
 
On 6 February, I asked the Government to hand power over to me to franchise the suburban 
London railways so that I can greatly improve the services they offer. 
  
In a vision set out for the capital’s railways, I have explained how I want the Government to 
devolve power to the Mayor to set the standards for the rail services run by the private train 
companies. By integrating them into the TfL network and, by adopting TfL’s contracting 
model, millions of pounds of savings could be made to provide more reliable and frequent 
services, safer and cleaner stations, more staff and simpler fares. 
  
The improvements I have overseen to London Overground services are a prime example of why 
this should happen. Since TfL took over the network and established London Overground, 
services have been transformed into one of the best performing in Great Britain, with a 
reliability rate of 96 per cent and some of the highest levels of customer satisfaction in the 
country. 
   
The Government has said that it is willing to look at flexible ways of franchising local rail 
services, and it is believed that it will begin a consultation on the possibilities around devolving 
rail franchises at the end of February.  
  
200th greener, cleaner hybrid bus joins London's fleet 
 
On 25 January, my work to achieve cleaner air for London received a boost with TfL’s 
announcement that the 200th lower polluting hybrid bus had joined the capital's fleet, 
confirming London as the largest operator of hybrid buses in the UK.  
  
Hybrid technology, which combines batteries, a conventional diesel engine and an electric 
motor, delivers fuel savings of 30 per cent. This reduces operating costs for TfL and also 
delivers a 20 per cent reduction in Nox pollution, helping to deliver cleaner air, less noise and 
carbon emission savings.  



 

 
The 200th diesel-electric hybrid bus was delivered to Metroline at its Cricklewood bus garage 
and joined the growing fleet of greener buses working on routes across the capital. By the end 
of 2012, the hybrid bus fleet in the capital will swell to more than 300 vehicles. 
 
Major campaign launched to help people ‘Get Ahead of the Games’ and keep London 
and the UK moving in 2012 
 
On 30 January, I joined forces with the Government, London 2012 and the UK’s transport 
networks, to launch a major new national campaign to encourage the travelling public to ‘Get 
Ahead of the Games’ and ensure London and the UK keeps moving during 2012’s busy and 
exciting summer of sport. 
 
Over the past year, London 2012 and TfL have been working with businesses to ensure they 
have travel plans in place to keep on running and make the most of all the Games have to 
offer, including an estimated £750m of income from visitors to the capital.  With less than six 
months to go to the London 2012 Games, a new advertising campaign, website and social 
media channels, are communicating directly with the travelling public.  ‘Get Ahead of the 
Games’ explains how, at certain times and in certain locations, the ‘hotspots’ in both London’s 
and the UK’s road and rail networks will be much busier than usual.   
 
People can receive the latest tips, travel information and advice on how to plan ahead and 
avoid the travel hotspots by visiting www.getaheadofthegames.com or, by following the 
@GAOTG Twitter feed.  
 
Free London 2012 support package for freight operators and their customers   
 
On 12 January, TfL unveiled a wide-ranging support package to help freight operators and 
their customers continue to operate effectively during the London 2012 Games. 
 
At the centre of TfL’s Freight Advice Programme are 230 free workshops aimed at businesses 
in Games transport ‘hotspot’ areas which receive freight deliveries and, those companies that 
deliver to them. 
 
The free workshops, which aim to attract businesses from across all sectors, will assist these 
businesses with planning and preparation and are due to start on 30 January, running until the 
end of April. Around 160 sessions will be held in London and 70 will be held outside the 
capital, in cities including Manchester, Birmingham, Cardiff and Southampton, all of which have 
a significant concentration of businesses supplying London. Other areas which also generate a 
large number of freight movements into and out of the capital will also be targeted.  
 
Hammersmith Flyover update 
 
On 14 January, Hammersmith Flyover re-opened to single lane traffic following confirmation 
from structural engineers and leading independent experts that the flyover was safe to take 
light traffic. 
 
One lane is currently open in each direction, to cars, vans and other light vehicles whilst work is 
being undertaken to strengthen key sections of the flyover. Traffic restrictions are being 
enforced by a 2.0m (6’6’’) width restriction at either end of the flyover.  
 

http://www.getaheadofthegames.com/


 

The structural repair works, which TfL expects to take around four months to complete, will 
focus on strengthening 6 of the 16 spans of the structure, that have been assessed as being 
too weak to carry full traffic loading.  
 
Once these repairs, which involve the installation of new cables to strengthen the internal 
structure, are complete, it will then be re-opened to all traffic, well ahead of the London 2012 
Games.  
 
After the Games, TfL will return to the structure to strengthen the remaining 10 spans of the 
flyover, as well as carry out additional work to re-waterproof the entire road deck to complete 
the permanent repair.  With proper maintenance, it is anticipated that the Hammersmith 
Flyover will remain safe for use by all road traffic for many decades. 
 
New figures show Barclays Cycle Hire is a convenient, fun and fast way to discover 
London  
 
On 17 January, TfL released the latest Barclays Cycle Hire customer research data that revealed 
that over three quarters of members would recommend the scheme to family and friends, 
stating value for money, ease of use and enjoyment as the main reasons for making the 
recommendation. 
 
Barclays Cycle Hire has prompted three quarters of members to start cycling or to cycle more in 
London and nearly one in five people (18 per cent) have bought cycling equipment such as 
helmets and clothing. Research has also revealed that 15 per cent of members have increased 
the amount of time they cycle on their own bikes and, a further four per cent of members have 
bought a bike as a result of the scheme.  
 
Around four in five (80 per cent) members think Barclays Cycle Hire makes a positive 
contribution to London, with speed (19 per cent), convenience (14 per cent) and enjoyment 
(15 per cent) topping the list as the factors contributing to a positive user experience.  
 
Work has already started on the Phase 2 of the scheme and, by spring 2012, the Barclays Cycle 
Hire area will extend beyond central London, to include all of the Borough of Tower Hamlets, 
as well as North Shoreditch in the Borough of Hackney, Camden Town and Westfield White 
City.   
 
New docking station in the heart of Westminster gets planning permission 
 
On 23 January, TfL announced that Westminster will soon have a new Barclays Cycle Hire 
docking station that will bring visitors, locals and politicos who use London’s iconic hire bikes 
closer to the Palace of Westminster.  
  
Planning permission for the new docking station at Abingdon Green was granted by 
Westminster Council on 19 January, following a campaign for more docking stations around 
Parliament. 
  
TfL will shortly begin work to install the docking station which is planned to be available for 
use by spring 2012. This means that those that live, visit or work around Westminster will be 
able to further benefit from Barclays Cycle Hire throughout 2012. 
 



 

TfL awards 'greener' cleaning contract for coach and bus stations 
 
On 17 January, TfL announced that the cleaning contract for Victoria Coach Station and 
dozens of bus stations and bus stands has been awarded to ISS Facility Services, in an 
agreement that will deliver high levels of cleanliness and hygiene, as well as deliver 
environmental benefits for the capital.  
 
A key element of the contract is that ISS carry out the cleaning with minimal impact on the 
environment. This will include the use of the first fleet of 6 electric Renault Kangoo vans in the 
UK. The zero emission vans will be charged using Source London, the Capital’s largest publicly 
accessible electric vehicle charging network. This will save 5.3 tonnes of CO2 over four years, as 
well as help reduce pollution to improve air quality. An additional 30 diesel vehicles used on the 
contract will have to meet the latest Euro emission standards, as well as achieving low CO2 
emissions.  
 
Pedestrian Countdown technology to be rolled out across London from summer 2012 
 
On 20 January, TfL announced that from this summer, pedestrians across London will have a 
clearer idea of how long they have left to safely cross the road, as new Pedestrian Countdown 
technology is rolled out across the capital. 
  
The roll-out, which will see the technology installed at around a further 200 locations across 
the capital by 2014, comes after the technology received approval from the DfT and the 
Highways Agency, following a successful trial in London. Pedestrian Countdown reduces 
confusion and uncertainty for pedestrians by displaying how long they have left to cross the 
road when the green man goes out.  
 
London Overground passenger satisfaction soars following investment in capacity, 

trains and stations    
 
On 26 January, London Overground confirmed its position as one of the best performing 
railways in the UK, achieving a 92 per cent approval rating in the latest national passenger 
survey, up from 85 per cent in autumn 2010. This record result follows a raft of investment in 

the service.  
 
The National Passenger survey, conducted by the rail watchdog Passenger Focus, showed 
London Overground as the highest rated train operating company in London and the South 
East, followed by c2c, which achieved 91 per cent. The average score in London and 
the South East was 83 per cent.  
 
Out of all 12 train operating companies in London and the South East, London Overground 
comes out on top for providing sufficient room for passengers to sit and stand, reflecting how 
highly customers value the extra capacity and other improvements TfL and I have invested in 
London Overground routes.  
 
Green light for Lane Rental scheme to charge companies for disruptive roadworks 
 
On 26 January, a major step forward was taken in the battle to reduce disruption caused by 
roadworks, as the Government confirmed that legislation for a lane rental scheme will be laid in 
front of Parliament.  
 



 

The announcement means TfL can now submit its application for a scheme which would allow 
it to charge utility firms for working in congested areas or at busy times. The scheme could be 
up and running by the summer, and would be the first of its kind to operate in the UK.  
 
By the end of this financial year, serious and severe disruption caused by roadworks on 
London’s red routes is expected to be down by almost 40 per cent since permitting was 
introduced in January 2010. A lane rental scheme would build on this, helping to reduce 
disruption by an estimated further 33 per cent by 2015. 
 
Once introduced, London’s lane rental charges would apply to sections of roads and pinch 
points where relieving congestion is a priority. By encouraging utility companies and highway 
authorities to carry out their work overnight or, during off-peak hours, road users, including 
drivers, cyclists and bus passengers, will benefit from more reliable journey times and less 
disruption. 
 
Avoiding congestion made easier with new Transport for London live traffic news 
 
On 27 January, TfL launched a range of enhanced travel information for road users so that 
drivers in London can now find out where traffic is busy, or may become congested, before 
they hit the road. The new information tool sits alongside other interventions to smooth traffic 
flow, such as the tighter regulation of roadworks, to help prevent long queues in the capital.  
  
By visiting the TfL website, motorists can gain a bird's eye view of London's traffic hotspots to 
see where traffic is building up and which areas to avoid. This includes access to a network of 
170 'jam cams', as well as information on incidents that may affect their journey. A live Twitter 
feed carries up to the minute information. 
 
More information can be fond at: www.tfl.gov.uk/trafficnews 
 
Travel Provisions for London Ambassadors 
 
I have directed TfL to provide 9,075 Oyster cards to enable the London Ambassadors to travel 
for free on the TfL Network and National Rail (where the Train Operating Companies accept 
Oyster) to their assigned venues during the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games time.  
 
I have also agreed that that the GLA provides a grant to TfL, pursuant to section 121 of the 
GLA Act 1999, to reimburse it for the cost of National Rail journeys taken using the London 
Ambassador Oyster cards.  
 
 

Economic and Business Policy    
 
Investing £177 million to regenerate capital  
 
On 17 January, I announced that a total of £177 million is being invested in regeneration 
across the capital, boosting local high streets, delivering growth, new jobs and improving lives.  
 
Ensuring that London remains the motor of the UK economy is one of my main priorities, which 
is why I am channelling millions into capital-wide regeneration projects, with £70 million from 
my Regeneration Fund and £50 million from my Outer London Fund. Additional match funding 
of £57 million from other private and public sector partners raises the total to £177 million. 
 

http://www.tfl.gov.uk/trafficnews


 

Delivering a much needed shot in the arm to areas struggling during the downturn, I 
announced the 18 boroughs and 23 schemes set to benefit from the second round of my £50 
million Outer London Fund. These include Green Lanes, Haringey, which will receive over £2 
million; Bromley Town Centre, with more than £5 million investment; and Harrow Metropolitan 
Town Centre, with almost £3 million funding. Barnet will also see nearly £4 million invested 
with improvements to both Cricklewood and North Finchley town centres. 
 
I also announced that eight boroughs will benefit from my £70 million Regeneration Fund, set 
up to help repair the damage caused to high streets and town centres during last summer's 
riots. The eight boroughs are: Croydon, Haringey, Camden, Ealing, Enfield, Hackney, Merton 
and Southwark. My team is also in discussions with additional boroughs to bring forward their 
plans.  
 
Projects currently receiving investment include Southwark, with a £10.6 million package to 
revitalise Peckham Rye Station and town centre area; Ealing, with £6.85 million to regenerate 
Southall High Street; and Hackney, where a £5.3 million programme will create a fashion outlet 
hub in the town centre and upgrade Hackney Central.  
 
Investing over £41 million to secure a bright future for Tottenham 
 
On 31 January, I announced plans to invest £41,345,000 to regenerate, transform and restore 
pride to Tottenham, neglected for many decades before it was so badly scarred by last 
summer's troubles. 
 
The investment in Tottenham will rebuild its damaged high street and restore its long disused 
and derelict properties. The money represents the largest share of my £70 million Regeneration 
Fund to go to a single area and, will help kick start development of key but dormant sites along 
the High Road, as well as deliver major improvements to the area's wider infrastructure and 
public realm. In particular, it will help maximise the huge opportunities that will arise from 
Tottenham Hotspur’s plans to invest a colossal £400 million in its new stadium development. 
 
Equally important will be the millions that will be invested into jobs creation and skills 
development, whilst prioritising local people. Together, the investment streams will see the 
area reborn as a more attractive place to live, work and invest in, raising residents' aspirations 
and restoring pride and belief in their futures. 
 
The overall programme is predicted to create 500 construction jobs over five years, 2000 long 
term jobs and 350 apprenticeships, plus 15,000 square metres in new commercial space, and 
over 100 new businesses. My aim is ensure that all contracts awarded for regeneration work 
must provide jobs for local people and the project team will be working with local businesses to 
make sure they are in a good position to bid for suitable contracts. 
 
The funding is in addition to the £35 million TfL improvement scheme already underway at 
Tottenham Hale, as part of my Great Outdoors Programme and the HCA has also invested £50 
million in the Hale Village development. 
 
Calling on Spurs to cement their commitment to Tottenham 
 
On 31 January, I welcomed Spurs' commitment to work with the GLA and Haringey Council to 
progress the development of its new stadium at Northumberland Park.  
 



 

Following the announcement that I am investing over £41 million through my Regeneration 
Fund, I also called on the club to urgently accelerate its business plans and deliver its part of 
the huge investment package so crucial to the regeneration of Tottenham. 
 
£27 million, including £9 million from Haringey, will go specifically into North 
Tottenham/Northumberland Park and, combined with Tottenham Hotspur FC's planned £400 
million investment there in its new stadium, this will unlock and maximise huge regeneration 
opportunities throughout the area. 
 
Urging firms to boost apprenticeship opportunities for young Londoners  
 
On 7 February, I announced that I am more than half way towards hitting my target of creating 
100,000 apprenticeships in the capital by the end of 2012. With National Apprenticeship week 
underway, 54,470 apprenticeships have been created since July 2010, following a joint 
campaign with the National Apprenticeship Service. I also urged businesses to boost their 
bottom line and create vital employment opportunities in the capital by taking on more young 
Londoners as apprentices.  
 
The campaign has been boosted further by the decision from retail giant Westfield to support 
the creation of 200 apprenticeships at its Westfield London and Westfield Stratford City 
centres, in areas such as retail, customer service and facilities management. These will be 
delivered by the onsite skills academies, Work Zone and The Skills Place. 
 
Further, I revealed that TfL has delivered 2,209 apprenticeships since April 2009 and is on track 
to hit its target of 2,550 by the end of this financial year. Rail maintenance firm Tube Lines has 
confirmed it is to hire a further 22 engineering apprentices to work on projects across the 
Jubilee, Northern and Piccadilly lines, whilst Crossrail has announced that 14 apprentices are 
set to start work at its Old Oak Common concrete factory, many of whom have been 
unemployed for up to 12 months. 
 
Shaping London’s economic future - London Enterprise Panel Established 
 
On 7 February, I announced the establishment of the London Enterprise Panel to drive 
regeneration and boost economic growth in the capital. 
 
Consisting of representatives from London boroughs and business leaders, the panel, as the 
local enterprise partnership for London, will advise me on how best to attract strategic 
investment to support private sector growth and employment, promote enterprise, increase skill 
levels and protect and enhance London’s competitiveness. 
 
Co-chaired by Harvey McGrath, Chairman of Prudential plc, and I, the panel will meet for the 
first time on 21 February. 
 
The other members of the London Enterprise Panel are: William Castell, Chairman Wellcome 
Trust; Grant Hearn, Executive Chairman, Travelodge; Nick Turner, Managing Director, Nomura; 
Jack Morris, Chairman of Business Design Centre Group; Stephen Howard, Chief Executive, 
Business in the Community; Sue Terpilowski, Chairman London Policy Unit at Federation of 
Small Businesses; Councillor Chris Roberts, Leader, Royal Borough of Greenwich; Councillor 
Steve Reed, Leader, London Borough of Lambeth; Councillor Michael White, Leader, London 
Borough of Havering; and Sir Peter Rogers, my Advisor on Regeneration, Growth and 
Enterprise (ex-officio member).  

 



 

More information on the London Enterprise Panel is available at: 
www.london.gov.uk/londonenterprisepanel   
 
Apprenticeship Fair for Young Londoners 
 
On 7 February, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended and spoke at the 
Apprenticeship Fair for Young Londoners, at the Institute of Directors in Pall Mall. 
 
The Apprenticeship Fair was organised as part of my Responsible Procurement Programme to 
provide a forum for the GLA Group’s suppliers to promote their current apprenticeship 
vacancies. Richard gave the keynote speech at the event and also presented certificates 
alongside Tim Campbell. The aim of the event was to: 
 

 Promote the range and number of apprenticeship opportunities both internally and 
within the GLA Group’s supply chain; 

 Increase access to the apprenticeship vacancies for young people from disadvantaged 
backgrounds or deprived boroughs of London; 

 Generate interest and awareness in young people of the types of opportunities 
available to them in the transportation and engineering sector; 

 Support suppliers’ recruitment processes, by enabling them access to a large number of 
young people who meet their job requirements; and 

 Provide recognition to suppliers who are actively engaging with TfL and my 
apprenticeship agenda, to thank them for their continued support and to promote 
further activity in the future. 

 
Focus on London report – Skill: Degrees of Qualification   
 
On 18 January, the latest Focus on London report was published. This edition explores the 
skills and qualification levels of young people, before moving on to an analysis of adults 
qualifications and the skills that different occupations in London require.   
 
A diverse economy, like London's, calls for a highly skilled workforce. The skills and 
qualifications Londoners have are considered an important predictor of their success in a 
competitive labour market. It is therefore important to understand the qualifications and skills 
of young people as they prepare to move from education into the labour force and, how the 
qualifications of Londoners are linked to their employment status.  
 
The report is available on the website at: 
http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/mayor/publications/society/facts-and-
figures/focus-on-london/skills-degrees-qualification 
 
 

Environment  
 
Sir Terry Farrell and Zac Goldsmith join my search for students with the brightest 
'green' ideas 
 
On 3 February, I announced that leading architect Sir Terry Farrell and former Ecologist Editor 
Zac Goldsmith MP, will pick the winners of my inaugural Low Carbon Prize. The search is now 
on for the capital's brightest students with innovative ideas to cut carbon emissions. Finalists 

http://www.london.gov.uk/londonenterprisepanel 
http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/mayor/publications/society/facts-and-figures/focus-on-london/skills-degrees-qualification
http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/mayor/publications/society/facts-and-figures/focus-on-london/skills-degrees-qualification


 

will have the chance to pitch their ideas in person to the eminent panel with a share of a 
£20,000 prize and a unique boost to their CV up for grabs. 
 
My Low Carbon Prize, sponsored by one of the UK's leading home builders, The Berkeley 
Group, has been developed to stimulate new innovations to reduce carbon specifically from 
buildings, the biggest source of these emissions. The competition is open to all undergraduates 
and postgraduates at Further and Higher Education Institutions in London.  
 
I will present the winner or winners with a cash prize at a City Hall event in March, and the 
winner will be supported to develop the practical application of their ideas and will receive 
expert mentoring from an industry leader. Students can find out more and apply online at: 
www2.lse.ac.uk/intranet/LSEServices/estatesDivision/sustainableLSE/policyObjectives/comm
unityInvolvement/LUEG/home.aspx.  
 
400 public buildings set to be given an energy efficiency makeover saving millions off 
energy bills  
 
On 25 January, it was revealed that hundreds of jobs are set be created and millions of pounds 
saved for the taxpayer thanks to my programme to make public buildings more energy 
efficient. Schools, libraries, town halls and hospitals are among nearly 400 public buildings set 
to get an energy efficiency makeover through my RE:FIT scheme. This represents more than 
£50 million of investment into the buildings.  
 
Based on previous international studies, it is estimated that energy efficiency activity at this 
scale could represent the creation of up to 700 jobs. At a time when organisations are facing 
squeezed budgets, RE:FIT is set to see 100 buildings completed or signed up with finance in 
place by May this year.  
 
Work is already finished or very near completion on 86 buildings, which is estimated will save 
£1.3m of taxpayers' cash through reduced energy bills each year. Detailed preparation is 
underway to sign up a further 297 buildings in the next 12 months, leading to estimated 
savings up to £6m on energy bills each year and 36,000 tonnes of carbon. 
 
RE:LEAF 
 
On 28 January, Trees for Cities, in partnership with Gallions Housing Association and Trust 
Thamesmead, began a mass tree planting project at Birchmere Park with volunteers supported 
by the Team London initiative - Londoner's Love Trees. Ten thousand whips (small trees) are 
being planted to create a natural screen from the busy Eastern Way and to improve the 
landscape and biodiversity within the park. In addition, the conservation volunteering charity 
BTCV will be undertaking 6 further planting projects, also supported by Team London, at 
locations in Camden, Bromley, Hounslow and Waltham Forest which will see an additional 3500 
trees, including a community orchard. These make a significant contribution to my RE:LEAF 
initiative to increase London's tree cover by 5 per cent by 2025.  
 
Big Waterways Clean-up 2012 
 
On 8 February, in an effort to green and clean London, my Director of Environment and Digital 
London, Kulveer Ranger, joined MP Richard Benyon, at the launch of Thames 21’s Big 
Waterways Clean Up 2012. 
 

http://www2.lse.ac.uk/intranet/LSEServices/estatesDivision/sustainableLSE/policyObjectives/communityInvolvement/LUEG/home.aspx
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Working in partnership with Team London, Thames21 will lead up to 4000 volunteers in events 
in the six Olympic boroughs. Activities include; removing weed and litter from the waterways 
and adjacent land, utilising kayaks and canoes to target hard to reach areas and, improving 
habitat for wildlife and planting projects. This effort is aimed at sprucing up the amazing 
waterways that frame the Olympic Park and Greater London. 
 
Royal Parks 
 
I have now appointed all members of the new Royal Parks Board. These 12 exceptional 
individuals will help ensure that the Parks are managed in a way that best meets the needs of 
all their users, with Londoners having better ways to have their views taken into account. The 
first Board meeting took place on 3 February and the Board will meet on a quarterly basis. 
 
 

Children and Young People 
 
Providing training to equip youngsters with skills to get jobs 
 
On 19 January, I unveiled a new programme as part of Team London to boost the job 
prospects of thousands of young Londoners and steer them away from involvement in crime. 
 
Thousands of youngsters will have the opportunity to join uniformed groups like the Guides, 
Scouts and Cadets. The £1.3 million programme, being run by the Safer London Foundation, 
will help young people develop vital skills and instill discipline and responsibility in young 
people, particularly those who are or at risk of being excluded from education, training or 
employment. 
 
Thirty-eight new uniformed groups will be opened over three years, two-thirds of which will be 
in boroughs with areas of high deprivation.  Already 100 new adult volunteers and 1,000 
youngsters have been recruited. By the end of 2014 this will increase to 1,000 volunteers, 
which will enable 8,000 young people currently on the waiting lists across the capital to join 
uniformed groups. 
 
Peter Andre presents awards to London school children for their winning stories 
about where they live 
 
On 26 January, Popstar and children's author Peter Andre, presented twenty London primary 
school pupils with awards at City Hall for the stories they had written about where they live, as 
part of the drive to improve literacy across the capital. 
 
Children from over 200 schools were invited to write stories inspired by landmarks where they 
live for the 'Welcome to my Borough' writing competition, which I organised with TfL. The 
competition was part of the Big WoW (Walk once a Week), a month long walking relay for 
schools organised by TfL, to encourage children to walk to school and make walking part of 
their lifestyle. 
 
Holocaust Educational Trust School Visit 
 
On 16 January, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, visited the Bishop Challoner 
Catholic Collegiate School in Tower Hamlets on behalf of the Holocaust Educational Trust.  
 



 

Richard gave a speech to the students on his experiences of visiting the site of Auschwitz-
Birkenau last year and also took part in a question and answer session. 
 
 

Social Inclusion and Health 
 
London Health Improvement Board 
  
On 16 January, I chaired the third meeting of the London Health Improvement Board.  This 
unique Board of London boroughs and NHS leaders agreed an ambitious programme to tackle 
cancer, childhood obesity and alcohol misuse in the capital.   
 
Board initiatives will seek to: 
 

 Save 1,000 Londoners’ lives every year by improving the early diagnosis and the 
prevention of cancer; 

 Educate young Londoners about the benefits of adopting a healthy lifestyle through a 
revitalised Healthy Schools programme for the capital; 

 Work with licensing authorities to ensure alcohol is supplied responsibly and people 
who abuse alcohol get the support they need; and 

 Empower patients and drive health improvements by making data transparent and more 
meaningful. 

 
The Board will begin delivering initiatives in 2012/13, during its developmental year. The 
public and other stakeholders can be updated on progress at www.lhib.org.uk. 
 
I have approved the GLA’s entry into a grant funding agreement with NHS London, under 
which it is to provide funding of: 
 

 £71,500.00 in the current financial year 2011/12, to support the childhood obesity and 
other priority work streams; and 

 £2m for the financial year 2012/13, to support the development of the shadow London 
Health Improvement Board and its priority work streams 

 
I have also delegated authority to the Executive Director for Communities and Intelligence to 
approve the allocation of the funding, where the value of the same exceeds £50,000, 
provided it falls within the framework of activity already agreed by the shadow LHIB. 
 
My Health London 
 
On 11 January, new features were added to the www.myhealth.london.nhs.uk website to 
enable all London GP practices to run on-line discussion forums with their patients.  Practices 
can already use the site to create, manage and publish their own surveys, allowing them to 
share patient feedback, agree priorities and work together to develop a service that reflects the 
needs of their own patients. Practices can publish the discussions and survey findings on the 
site to share with others how they are working collaboratively with patients. 
 
Opening emergency shelter for rough sleepers in winter weather 
 
On 2 February, I opened an emergency shelter to offer a lifeline to rough sleepers in the capital 
during the freezing weather which was forecast over the following days.  

http://www.lhib.org.uk/


 

 
Vulnerable rough sleepers, out in sub-zero temperatures, were helped off the streets by trained 
outreach staff and into the shelter, which was run by the homeless charity St Mungo’s. As well 
as access to hot showers, food and clean clothes, people were helped with access to support 
services and assistance to find more permanent accommodation, so that they can get off the 
streets for good. 
 
Plans are in place throughout the winter to ensure that the 24-hours shelter in Lambeth is 
open and ready to receive people whenever three consecutive nights of freezing temperatures 
are predicted.  
 
The severe weather shelter forms part of my overall strategy to end rough sleeping in the 
capital by 2012. This includes the pan-London No Second Night Out initiative, which aims to 
ensure that no one who is new to the streets of London spends a second night out sleeping 
rough. Since its launch in April 2011, the project has helped more than 650 people to come off 
the streets.  
 
Diversity Works For London’s Business Leadership Group 
 
On 6 February, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, chaired a meeting of the Diversity 
Works for London’s Business Leadership Group at City Hall. 
 
Disability Strategy Roundtable 
 
On 7 February, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, chaired a Disability Strategy 
Roundtable at City Hall. This follows on from the Department of Work and Pensions 
announcing a consultation to gather suggestions for a new cross-government disability 
strategy. The three main areas for discussion were realising aspirations, increasing individual 
control and changing attitudes and behaviours.  
 
Annual Equalities Report 
 
On 31 January, I published the latest of my Annual Equalities Reports. This latest report sets 
out how my vision for equal opportunities for all Londoners, Equal Life Chances for All, has 
been embedded into the GLA's work throughout 2010 and 2011. The report is available to view 
at: http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/mayors-annual-equality-report-20102011. 
 
 

London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, Legacy and Sport 
 
Get Set for a summer like no other - 2012 ticket windfall for London’s schools 
 
On 2 February, thousands of schools across the capital were able to find out how many free 
tickets they are set to receive to this summer’s Olympic and Paralympic Games. In line with my 
promise that one in eight London school children will get a seat at the world's greatest sporting 
event at no cost to them, their school or the taxpayer. 
 
In the last three years, 2,419 schools in the capital, attended by more than 90 per cent of the 
capital’s 10-18 year old students, joined the London 2012 ‘Get Set’ education 
programme. Schools which joined the network before the end of last year became eligible for a 
share of 125,000 tickets through the London 2012 Ticketshare scheme. 
 

http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/mayors-annual-equality-report-20102011
http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/london2012


 

Around 23,000 tickets have been allocated for events in venues on the Olympic Park, including 
the stadium for track and field sports, the Aquatics Centre and Basketball Arena. A further 
18,500 are available for events being staged at venues across London, including Beach 
Volleyball and Archery at Lord's Cricket Ground and 18,000 London school children will get the 
chance to visit Wembley Stadium to watch Olympic football. 5,500 tickets will be available for 
sports at venues on the outskirts of the capital, including Eton Dorney and Lee Valley White 
Water Centre. The remaining 60,000 tickets will give youngsters access to the 2012 Paralympic 
Games athletics events being held in the Olympic Stadium. 
  
Announcing a world class cycling festival 
 
On 26 January, I announced plans for London to host a world class two day festival of cycling 
next year to attract tourists, generate jobs and showcase the city beyond the London 2012 
Olympic and Paralympics Games. It will be the first large scale event to use the Olympic Park 
when it reopens next summer. 
  
In a speech to business leaders at the World Economic Forum in Davos, I described my ambition 
to create one of the world’s leading cycling events in August 2013. Figures predict that the 
weekend could attract over 200,000 visitors from outside the capital and generate tens of 
millions of pounds in economic benefit. 
  
The first day of the festival will involve a family fun ride for up to 70,000 cyclists around 
London’s iconic landmarks. The following day, up to 35,000 amateur, club and world class elite 
cyclists will tackle a 100 mile course beginning in the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park and taking 
in much of the route of the 2012 Games cycle road race. 
 
Through TfL and London & Partners, we will now launch a tender process inviting potential 
bidders to become the commercial delivery partner for the event. 
 
London 2012 Equality and Diversity Forum 
 
On 19 January, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, chaired a meeting of the London 
2012 Equality and Diversity Forum at City Hall. Agenda items covered at the meeting included 
2012 communications, staffing resources and transport accessibility. 
 
Designation of Olympic Park Mayoral Development Area and Corporation 
  
On 16 January, I wrote to the Deputy Chair of the London Assembly formally to lay before the 
Assembly my proposal to designate a Mayoral development area covering the Olympic Park and 
surrounding area, using powers granted to me by the Localism Act 2011 (‚the Act‛).  Under 
the terms of the Act, this initiated a three week ‘consideration period’ for the Assembly to 
consider my proposal, and, if it so wished, to veto it.  On 18 January, the Assembly met to 
discuss my proposal and voted unanimously to support it.   
 
On 6 February, upon the expiry of the consideration period, I formally designated the Mayoral 
development area and wrote to Eric Pickles, Secretary of State for Communities & Local 
Government, notifying him of my designation and asking him to create a Mayoral development 
corporation for the area. I also published my designation, as required by the Act.   
 
On 16 January, I also approved for publication a ‚Further statement by the Mayor of London 
following public consultation‛ to respond to comments made during the 2011 consultation on 



 

my proposals by those local authorities directly affected by the proposed Mayoral development 
area.   
  
 

Housing 
 
Empty Homes Audit 
 
On 10 January, I published data from the GLA's Empty Homes Audit on the London Datastore. 
The Audit was carried out in partnership with the London boroughs and relates to private 
sector homes that had been vacant for 12 months or more as at 31 October 2010. In addition 
to reporting the total number of such properties, the audit records factors such as size and 
length of time empty. 
 

Government and Parliamentary Relations 
 
Meeting with Secretary of State for Transport 
 
On 30 January, I met with the Rt Hon Justine Greening MP, the Secretary of State for 
Transport, and discussed rail devolution in London, Crossrail, High Speed 2, aviation policy, 
new Thames river crossings and road improvements. 
 
Meeting with Chair of London Councils 
 
On 3 February, I met with Mayor Jules Pipe, Chair of London Councils, and discussed Olympic 
transport, apprenticeships, superfast broadband, joint GLA/London Councils boards and the 
Freedom Pass. 
 
 

Culture and Events 
 
Chinese New Year Celebrations – Year of the Dragon 
  
On 29 January, I joined the city's Chinese New Year celebrations, which took place in Trafalgar 
Square, Shaftesbury Avenue and Chinatown and attracted upwards of 300,000 people 
throughout the day. Included in the programme were performances by visiting artists from 
China, as well as dragon and lion dances, food and fireworks. The most important festival in the 
Chinese calendar, the Year of the Dragon itself began on 23 January.  
 
In Trafalgar Square, I took part in the official opening ceremony, which was also attended by 
the Lord Mayor and Leader of Westminster City Council and representatives from the Chinese 
Embassy and the Government.  This event is an excellent example of a local community festival 
that is now a major cultural event, enjoyed by both Londoners and visitors.  
 
As well as the Chinese New Year celebrations, I am backing a variety of events across the 
capital throughout the year, including especially created events that will contribute to the 
London 2012 Festival. More information can be found at the recently launched website 
www.molpresents.com.  
 

http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/london2012
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Talk London Barnet 
 
On 17 January, I participated in a public consultation meeting at The Peel Centre in the 
London Borough of Barnet, along with a panel that included the Leader of Barnet Council, Cllr 
Richard Cornelius, Gail Laser, Chair of Barnet Traders & Barnet Town Team and my Deputy 
Mayor for Transport, Isabel Dedring.   
 
Assembly Member Brian Coleman chaired the meeting which was attended by around 400 
people and provided an opportunity for questions to be asked on a wide range of topics and 
issues of concern to the local community, based around the theme of Investing in Outer 
London.  
 
Switching on laser sculpture in Brentford  
 
On 2 February, I visited leading arts venue Watermans to switch officially on a new laser 
sculpture, which has been created as part of a series of wider improvements being made to 
Brentford town centre and surrounding areas, thanks to my Outer London Fund. 
 
The new sculpture GEOMETRY has been created by French artist Félicie d'Estienne d'Orves for 
the International Festival of Digital Arts 2012, which is being hosted at Watermans. Throwing 
light into the night sky, the bold installation is a dramatic beacon for west London, adding to 
improvements being made in the area and cultural celebrations in the run up to and during the 
Olympic and Paralympic Games. 
 
I have awarded £1,275,000 from the Outer London Fund to the London Borough of Hounslow, 
for a range of public realm improvements in Brentford town centre and surrounding areas. This 
includes £265,500 in the first round of awards for a range of improvements, including lighting, 
shop fronts and enhancing the area in the run up to Christmas, as well as temporary public art 
at Watermans. In January, Hounslow was awarded a further £1,008,811, to enable a 
programme of public realm works aimed at the long term regeneration of Brentford town 
centre.  
 
Child on rocking horse to be placed on Fourth Plinth 
 
On 23 January, it was announced that the next commission for the Fourth Plinth, ‘Powerless 
Structures, Fig 101’, by Scandinavian artistic duo Elmgreen & Dragset, will be unveiled in 
Trafalgar Square on Thursday 23 February 2012. 
 
The sculpture, which I have commissioned with support by Arts Council England, portrays a boy 
playing astride his rocking horse and will be cast in bronze. More information can be found at: 
www.fourthplinth.co.uk.  
 
Mayor's Fund for Young Musicians 
 
On 27 January, The Mayor’s Fund for Young Musicians awarded scholarships to 100 talented 7 
to 11 year-olds whose families cannot afford the cost of instruments and music lessons. A 
special celebration took place at City Hall and was attended by my Advisor on Culture and 
Youth, Munira Mirza, film composer Rachel Portman and Mobo award-winning saxophonoist 
YolanDa Brown, who came up through the music education system in Barking and Dagenham.  
 

http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/mayor/mayoral-team/isabel-dedring
http://www.fourthplinth.co.uk/


 

Also at the event were representatives of the six new music partnerships that the Fund will 
support. Between them they will give over 5,000 children the chance to work with top 
professional musicians. 
 
2012 Culture Diary 
 
On 27 January, my Culture Diary re-opened for organisations across London to add and update 
their events. There are currently over 4,000 events listed. With 20,000 of the world's media 
expected during the 2012 Games, the Culture Diary provides an unprecedented opportunity for 
London culture to reach a global audience.  
 
Musical Metropolis Conference 
 
On 12 January, my Advisor on Culture and Youth, Munira Mirza hosted a Music Education 
conference at the Southbank Centre. Through my Rhythm of London programme, we are 
helping to coordinate the formation of Music Education Hubs across London. These hubs will 
see schools, music services, arts and community organisation and others coming together 
across all borough for the first time, to jointly address the musical needs of all young 
Londoners, whatever their background. 
 
London Festival 2012 Trailblazer event 
 
On 21 January, the David Hockney Exhibition at the Royal Academy opened. This is one of 
several Trailblazer events for the London 2012 Festival, which will burst into life across the city 
on midsummer's day. 
 
Stratford Rising 
 
On 1 February, my Advisor on Culture and Youth, Munira Mirza, launched 12 for 20, the 12 
cultural highlights from over 50 projects that Stratford Rising is producing throughout 2012. 
Stratford Rising is a cultural consortium based in Stratford, including Theatre Royal Stratford 
East, Stratford Circus, East London Dance, Discovery Children’s Centre, The View Tube, A New 
Direction, Urband Development and Birkbeck University.   
 
British Museum Visit to promote cultural opportunites in 2012 
 
On 2 February, my Advisor on Culture and Youth, Munira Mirza, visited the British Museum to 
outline the opportunities that exist for culture and tourism over the coming months. She spoke 
alongside the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, Jeremy Hunt. 
 
Dickens’ bicentenary 
 
On 7 February, London marked Charles Dickens' bicentenary with Happy 200th Birthday events 
at Westminster Cathedral, Southwark Cathedral and the BFI Southbank. 
 
Big Dance 2012 
 
As part of Big Dance 2012, choreographer Wayne McGregor has created a 5-minute dance 
routine that will be used in a world record attempt for the largest multi-venue dance routine. 
Schools can download the routine from the Big Dance website and take part in the world 
record attempt in their school hall, playground, playing field or local public space on 18 May 
2012. 



 

 
Creative Industries Showcasing and Support 
 
I have approved a total budget allocation of £2,350,000, for the financial year 2012/13, 
towards Creative Industries Showcasing and Support, which is an extension of existing funding 
agreements, made up of: 
 

 The provision of £1,300,000 to Film London, a registered not-for-profit company, in 
order for Film London to deliver activities supporting London’s film industry. 

 

 The provision of £250,000 to London Design Festival, which is a not-for-profit 
organisation dedicated to promoting London’s design sector, principally through its 
annual festival. 

 

 The provision of £750,000 to British Fashion Council, which is a not-for-profit 
organisation that owns and manages London Fashion Week, a twice-annual event that 
promotes designer fashion and showcases new talent. 

 

 The provision of £50,000 for GLA management costs associated with the creative 
industries programme 

 
The funding will be subject to grant funding agreements between the GLA and London Design  
Festival, British Fashion Council and Film London and, will follow the GLA funding agreement  
Toolkit. 
 
 

GLA Organisation 
 
Transfer of available funds from LDA 
 
I have directed that the LDA transfer £14.7m revenue and, £2.2m capital, to the GLA in one 
lump sum as soon as practicable, for the purpose of economic development. 
 
Making and Placing on Deposit of new Byelaws for Parliament Square Garden & 
Trafalgar Square and applying to the Secretary of State for confirmation 
 
I have approved new byelaws, in accordance with the GLA Act 1999 and the Local Government 
Act 1972, for Parliament Square Garden and Trafalgar Square and authorised:  
 

1. the placing of the byelaws on deposit for the statutory period; 
 
2. the publishing of notice of the intention to apply for confirmation of the byelaws; and 
 
3. (in due course) the application to DCMS for confirmation of the byelaws. 

 
Establishment of GLA Companies 
 
I have agreed: 
 

1. To acquire two companies: a company ‘Greater London Authority Holdings Limited’, 
limited by shares and wholly owned by the Greater London Authority, which will be a 



 

holding company for a further wholly owned subsidiary company ‘GLA Land and 
Property Limited’, also limited by shares; 

 
2. The proposed activities of ‘GLA Land and Property Limited’  

 
3. That Edward Lister, my Chief of Staff, Martin Clarke, Executive Director of Resources, 

and David Lunts, Interim Executive Director of Housing and Regeneration, be 
appointed as directors of Greater London Authority Holdings Limited and GLA Land 
and Property Limited;  

 
4. That the Articles of Association of each of Greater London Authority Holdings Limited 

and GLA Land and Property Limited shall provide that all decisions of that company are 
subject to the GLA’s Scheme of Delegation, as may be amended from time to time; and 

 
5. That any one of the Chief of Staff or the Executive Director of Resources may make any 

decision of on behalf of the GLA in its capacity as sole shareholder of Greater London 
Authority Holdings Limited, save where such decision is significant in policy terms or is 
novel or contentious. 

 
 

Budget and Finance 
 
Cutting my share of the council tax 
 
On 1 February, I announced in final budget papers, the first ever cut in the City Hall share of 
the council tax (GLA precept). This follows a three year freeze of the precept. 
 
I have allocated funds in next year's budget to the issues that matter the most. I have secured 
an extra £90m from Government to ensure that police on London streets can remain high for 
the foreseeable future, quadrupled the provision of rape crisis centres in the capital and, am on 
course to deliver 50,000 affordable homes by the end of the year. 
 
Having got to grips with the bureaucracy and spending at City Hall, I am in a position not only 
to freeze the GLA precept, but to offer a modest cut in the precept of 1 per cent, underlining 
the sensible savings I have achieved over the last three years.  
 
Since 2008, my budgets have delivered Londoners a 16 per cent saving in real terms for my 
portion of the council tax. Under the eight years of the previous administration, the GLA 
precept rose by 152 per cent, which is equivalent to the impact of a cumulative increase of 
£963.58.  
 
The budget will allow for significant investment to be made to help regenerate London and will 
also protect the capital’s police numbers; at the end of this Mayoral term there will be around 
1,000 more officers than at the beginning. It will also ensure that Crossrail and the Tube 
upgrades will be delivered and fares will be held down as much as is possible, whilst 
maintaining neo-Victorian levels of investment in transport infrastructure - helping the city  to 
emerge from the current economic difficulties more competitive than ever. 
 
The budget will be subject to final approval by the London Assembly when it meets on 
Thursday 9 February.  
 



 

Calling on councils to help ease financial burden on Londoners 
 
On 24 January, I called on borough leaders to follow my lead and freeze their portion of the 
council tax. In a letter to all London councils, I urged them to help protect hard-pressed 
Londoners from increases in their tax burden.  
 
All London boroughs are entitled to one off grants equivalent to raising their council tax by 2.5 
per cent, as an incentive for councils to protect their residents from an increase. 
 
Crossrail Business Rates Supplement - Policies for 2012-13 
 
I have approved the following policies for the Crossrail BRS for the 2012–13 financial year: 
 

 The Crossrail BRS will apply for the full 2012-13 financial year across the entire GLA area; 
 

 The Crossrail BRS multiplier (or tax rate) shall be set at 2p per pound of rateable value in 
the 2012-13 financial year and, the rateable value threshold above which the Crossrail BRS 
shall apply in the 2012-13 financial year shall be set at £55,000;  

 

 Any reliefs for the Crossrail BRS will continue to apply on the same basis at the same 
percentage rate as for National Non Domestic Rates (NNDR), having regard to the local 
policies in place in the 33 London billing authorities. Section 45 ratepayers will not be 
exempt from the Crossrail BRS as a class. The same automatic empty property reliefs will 
apply, however, at the same percentage rate to the Crossrail BRS as for NNDR; and the 
GLA will not exercise its powers under section 16 of the BRS Act, to apply an offset for 
eligible ratepayers liable to pay a levy towards a Business Improvement District. 

 
I have authorised the Executive Director, Resources, to issue a notification of the above policies 
to the 33 London billing authorities, as required by section 18 of the BRS Act and, an 
explanatory note to be circulated to non domestic ratepayers for 2012-13. 
 
The proposed policies are identical to those applying to the Crossrail BRS in the 2011-12 
financial year, as no material factors have emerged which would require me to amend these. 
The Crossrail BRS is projected to raise £224m in 2012-13. 
 
 

Planning and Development Control 
 
Transforming London’s riverside – Urging Londoners to have their say 
 
On 17 January, with less than a month to go until the end of a public consultation on the 
future of large parts of London’s riverside, I urged residents and businesses in the capital to get 
involved and have their say on plans to transform 3,000 hectares of east London riverside, 
unlocking the area’s massive economic potential and creating thousands of new jobs and 
homes. 
 
Covering parts of Barking and Dagenham, Havering and Newham boroughs, the London 
Riverside Opportunity Area is made up of large swaths of Brownfield land, a legacy of its 
industrial past, that have seen low levels of development activity in recent years. 
 



 

Working with the boroughs and the London Thames Gateway Development Corporation, I want 
to see a reverse in the areas fortunes by capitalising on the availability of land for re-use, its 
proximity to the capital, the Olympic Park and the new Enterprise Zone at Royal Docks and, its 
position on major transport routes, to encourage new housing, businesses and jobs into the 
area. We also want to protect and promote the areas outstanding green spaces, such as 
Rainham Marshes.  
 
The draft London Riverside Opportunity Area Planning Framework closes for consultation on 
February 10. To have your say please visit http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/london-
riverside-opportunity-area-planning-framework.  
 
Major regeneration and jobs for Greenwich Peninsula  
 
On 18 January, I announced that I have agreed a deal that will kick-start housing development 
on the Greenwich Peninsula, creating over 4,000 jobs in the construction of 1,350 new homes 
by the end of 2015, a milestone in the delivery of this landmark South East London scheme.  
 
As part of the deal I brokered with the Secretary of State, Eric Pickles MP, the HCA is working 
with its development partner, Greenwich Peninsula Regeneration Ltd, to facilitate the start of 
the next phase of house building on the 190 acre plot. Around 10,000 new homes, 600 student 
beds, and 3.5 million sq ft of commercial floorspace are ultimately planned for the site.   
 
I also announced progress on a number of other key sites in London, including at two former 
hospital sites in Cane Hill, Croydon, and the Queen Elizabeth site in Tower Hamlets, where 
more than 800 homes will be built, subject to planning. 
 
My aim is to accelerate my ongoing programme of releasing more land to drive investment in 
London’s economy and to deliver more desperately needed housing, particularly affordable 
housing, for Londoners.  
 
Granary Building scoops top prize for planning excellence  
 
On 16 January, a 19th century granary store that has been spectacularly transformed into a 
university for the arts scooped my Award for Planning Excellence at the London Planning 
Awards. 
 
The Granary Building, which dates from 1851, has been converted into a vibrant 39,000 square 
metre campus for the University of the Arts London. I awarded the prize jointly to the London 
Borough of Camden, English Heritage, architects firm Stanton Williams and developers Argent, 
in recognition of the careful renovation of the historic Grade II listed building to provide 
teaching, library and workshop space in the heart of Kings Cross. 
 
 
Planning Decisions (Stage II referrals) 
 
Hounslow House, LB Hounslow 
I have written to the London Borough of Hounslow stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
120- 124 Victoria Street, City of Westminster 
I have written to the City of Westminster stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 

http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/london-riverside-opportunity-area-planning-framework
http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/london-riverside-opportunity-area-planning-framework


 

 
Homebase Site, Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea 
I have written to the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea stating that I am content to 
allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Tesco Station Road, LB Harrow 
I have written to the London Borough of Harrow stating that I am content to allow the Council 
to determine the application itself. 
 
10 Trinity Square, City of London 
I have written to the City of London stating that I am content to allow the Council to determine 
the application itself. 
 
Commerce Road, LB Hounslow 
I have written to the London Borough of Hounslow stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Area 7 and 1C, London Thames Gateway Development Corporation 
I have written to the London Thames Gateway Development Corporation stating that I am 
content to allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
City University, LB of Islington 
I have written to the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea stating that I am content to 
allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Kidbrooke Village Centre Phase 3 
I have written to the London Borough of Greenwich stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Kidbrooke Phase 4/4a 
I have written to the London Borough of Greenwich stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Stratford Student Accommodation 
I have written to the Olympic Delivery Authority stating that I am content to allow them to 
determine the application itself. 
 
45 Millharbour 
I have written to the London Borough of Tower Hamlets stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Mast Pond Wharf 
I have written to the London Borough of Greenwich stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Marco Polo House 
I have written to the London Borough of Wandsworth stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
 



 

Delegated stage II decisions 
 
The Deputy Mayor for Policy and Planning, under powers I delegated to him, has sent letters in 
response to the following statutory referrals: 
 
Sainsbury’s, LB Fulham 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Fulham stating that he is content to 
allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Lots Road Power Station, Land Adjacent to south side of Chelsea Creek, LB Hammersmith and 
Fulham 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham stating 
that he is content to allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Royal Arsenal Phase 3, LB Greenwich 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Greenwich stating that he is content 
to allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
 
Planning Decisions (Stage I referrals) 
 
I have asked officers to send letters giving comments about the following stage one referrals: 
 

 The O2 Car Park, LB Greenwich 

 Reynard Mills Trading Estate, LB Hounslow 

 Former Service Graphics Site, LB Wandsworth 

 Forest Gate Regeneration, LB Newham 

 Rectory Park Estate, LB Ealing 

 London Road, LB Barking and Dagenham 

 Aberfeldy Estate,  LB Tower Hamlets 

 Wood Wharf, LB Tower Hamlets 

 Goodman's Fields. LB Tower Hamlets 

 Crossharbour District Centre, LB Tower Hamlets 

 Collier Row Road, LB Barking and Dagenham 

 30-60 South Lambeth Road, LB Lambeth 

 Kodak site, LB Harrow 

 The O2 Greenwich Peninsula, LB Greenwich 

 41 Willow Lane, LB Merton 

 Westmoreland Road Multistorey Car Park, LB Bromley 

 Edmund Street, LB Southwark 

 Southall Gas Works site, LB Ealing 
 
 
Delegated Planning Decisions (Stage I referrals) 
 
The Deputy Mayor has asked officers to send letters giving comments about the following 
stage one referrals: 
 

 50-57 High Holborn, LB Camden 

 Leyton Marsh, LB Waltham Forest 



 

 Bloomberg Place, Corporation of London 

 Units 1-3 Riverside Industrial Estate, LB Tower Hamlets 

 Thames House, LB Bexley 

 257 City Road, LB Islington 

 Lyon House & Equitable House, LB Harrow 

 187-199 West End Lane, LB Camden 

 Coulsdon Manor House, Croydon 

 White Hart Lane Stadium Development, LB Haringey 

 
 

Key Engagements 
 
Among my additional engagements since my last report were the following:  

 

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 12 January 

 I addressed the London Government Dinner on 12 January 

 I met with a delegation of school children from Canonbury School on 13 January 

 I visited Henlys Corner on 13 January 

 I visited Brent Cross on 13 January 

 I visited Kinloss Synagogue on 13 January 

 I visited Shepherd’s Bush with Bernard Hogan-Howe, Metropolitan Police 
Commissioner, on the launch of the Mayor’s Office of Policing and Crime on 16 January 

 I met with the London Business Advisory Council on 16 January 

 I chaired part of the London Health Improvement Board on 16 January 

 I attended the London Planning Awards Ceremony on 16 January 

 I had dinner with The Daily Telegraph on 16 January  

 I attended the Talk London event in Hendon on 17 January 

 I visited the Greenwich Peninsula with the Rt Hon Eric Pickles MP, Secretary of State 
for Communities and Local Government, on 18 January 

 I attended the Extraordinary meeting of the London Assembly on 18 January to  talk 
about the Mayoral Development Corporation 

 I visited Mitcham on 19 January for a Team London visit to the Merton Sea Cadets 

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 19 January 

 I had a meeting with the Taxi Trade on 19 January 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 19 January 

 I attended the topping out ceremony for the ArcelorMittal Orbit on 20 January 

 I attended the official announcement of  Triathlon Homes’ Lettings Strategy for East 
Village on 20 January 

 I met with Frank Lowy, Westfield, on 20 January to discuss Westfield in London 

 I attended a farewell reception for Giles Dolphin on 20 January 

 I attended the Premier League football match between Arsenal FC and Manchester 
United FC at the Emirates Stadium on 22 January  

 I addressed LOCOG staff at their away day on 23 January 

 I attended the High Street Fund thank you drinks on 23 January 

 I met with the New West End Company on 24 January to discuss issues of mutual 
interest 

 I had my regular discussion on policing in London with Bernard Hogan-Howe and 
Catherine Crawford, MOPC Chief Executive, on 24 January 



 

 I attended the City Hall Holocaust Memorial Day Ceremony on 24 January 

 I chaired the Olympic Board Meeting on 24 January 

 I attended the Assembly Budget Plenary on 25 January 

 I attended the World Economic Forum in Davos on 25, 26 and 27 January. The main 
aspects of the visit are as follows: 
o I attended the Barclays Dinner on 25 January 
o I unveiled a London Ice Sculpture to promote London 2012 on 26 January 
o I addressed the WEF main congress on 26 January 
o I attended the 2012 Lunchtime session More than a Medal on 26 January 
o I met with Peter Loescher, President and CEO Siemens AG, on 26 January to discuss 

the Royal Docks 
o I hosted the Great Britain Tea Party on 26 January 
o I addressed the Coca Cola Reception on 26 January 
o I attended the Duke of York’s Reception on 26 January 
o I met with Stuart Gulliver, CEO HSBC, on 27 January to discuss maintaining 

London’s competitiveness 
o I attended the British Business Leaders Lunch on 27 January 
o I met with Rafael Del Pino, Chairman Ferrovial, on 27 January to discuss Aviation. 

 I attended the Chinese New Year event in Trafalgar Square on 29 January 

 I attended the Olympic Transport event entitled ‚Get ahead of the Games‛ at the New 
Kings Cross Western Concourse on 30 January  

 I had lunch with the Metro on 30 January 

 I met with the Rt Hon Justine Greening MP, Secretary of State for Transport, on 30 
January to discuss transport matters 

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 30 January 

 I had my regular meeting with Lord Coe & Paul Deighton, LOCOG, and Justin King on 
31 January to discuss preparations for the 2012 Games 

 I met with Sir David Higgins, Network Rail, on 31 January to discuss rail services in 
London 

 I met with Richard Brasher, Chief Executive Tesco, on 31 January to discuss economic 
issues and opportunities for young people. 

 I attended the opening of the London Fire Brigade’s new Operational Control Centre in 
Merton on 1 February 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 1 February 

 I attended the opening of the Exhibition Road shared space scheme on 1 February 

 I hosted a media reception on 1 February 

 I attended the Olympic Cabinet Committee on 2 February 

 I chaired the Transport for London Board Meeting on 2 February 

 I had a meeting about dangerous dogs on 2 February 

 I visited Chiswick Community School on 2 February to promote the Get Set Network  

 I attended the opening of the ‘Geometry’ Sculpture at Watermans in Brentford, which 
has been fully funded from Round 1 of the Outer London Fund, on 2 February 

 I met with Mayor Jules Pipe, Chair of London Councils, to discuss areas of joint working 
on 3 February 

 I met with Iwona Blazwick on 3 February to discuss the London Cultural Strategy Group  

 I attended the Farringdon Network Rail event on 6 February  

 I addressed the Latin American Forum on 6 February 

 I met with the Informal Economic Advisory Group on 6 February 



 

 I had my regular discussion on policing in London with Bernard Hogan-Howe on 6 
February 

 I visited the social enterprise hub at the Firehouse in Tooley Street on 7 February 

 I met with the Vice Prime Minister of Ukraine on 7 February to talk about The 2012 
UEFA European Football Championship 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 7 February 

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 7 February 

 I met with Harvey McGrath and Lurene Joseph, LDA, on 8 February to discuss Royal 
Docks  

 I visited LB Bexley on 7 February and spoke at a networking event for the Bexleyheath 
BID and also to see a local police group called ‘TKO’ that is working with young people. 

 I attended the Gangs event at Trafalgar Square on 8 February 

 I met with L&P on 8 February 

 I spoke at the Land Aid debate on 8 February 

 
Ends 
 
 
 


	London Assembly
	38th Mayor’s Report to the Assembly
	Investing £177 million to regenerate capital
	Investing over £41 million to secure a bright future for Tottenham
	Cutting my share of the council tax

	A new Thames crossing will be delivered within a decade
	Announcing a world class cycling festival
	Policing and Community Safety

	Welcoming drop in London business crime
	On 29 January, I welcomed the news that business crime is falling across the city, as I visited Chinatown’s thriving retail district in central London to mark the Chinese New Year celebrations.
	Transport


	A new Thames crossing will be delivered within a decade
	Marking completion of improvements that have transformed Henlys Corner
	Plan to improve capital's railways
	I have directed TfL to provide 9,075 Oyster cards to enable the London Ambassadors to travel for free on the TfL Network and National Rail (where the Train Operating Companies accept Oyster) to their assigned venues during the London 2012 Olympic and ...
	Investing £177 million to regenerate capital
	Investing over £41 million to secure a bright future for Tottenham
	Calling on Spurs to cement their commitment to Tottenham
	Urging firms to boost apprenticeship opportunities for young Londoners
	Shaping London’s economic future - London Enterprise Panel Established
	Environment

	Sir Terry Farrell and Zac Goldsmith join my search for students with the brightest 'green' ideas
	400 public buildings set to be given an energy efficiency makeover saving millions off energy bills
	Royal Parks

	Providing training to equip youngsters with skills to get jobs
	Opening emergency shelter for rough sleepers in winter weather
	Get Set for a summer like no other - 2012 ticket windfall for London’s schools
	Announcing a world class cycling festival
	Switching on laser sculpture in Brentford
	I have directed that the LDA transfer £14.7m revenue and, £2.2m capital, to the GLA in one lump sum as soon as practicable, for the purpose of economic development.
	Cutting my share of the council tax
	Calling on councils to help ease financial burden on Londoners
	Planning and Development Control
	Transforming London’s riverside – Urging Londoners to have their say
	Major regeneration and jobs for Greenwich Peninsula
	Granary Building scoops top prize for planning excellence
	On 16 January, a 19th century granary store that has been spectacularly transformed into a university for the arts scooped my Award for Planning Excellence at the London Planning Awards.
	Key Engagements
	Ends



